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to fight, claimed the honours of a victory. Even then, how-
ever, they did more than was agreeable to the jealousies of
Gallienus ; who by an edict publicly rebuked their presump-
tion, and forbade them in future to appear amongst the
legions, or to exercise any military functions: for, in the
eternal conflict of Senate and Csesar, this late apparition of
the Senate formed a bad precedent. Gallienus himself,
meanwhile, could devise no better way of providing for the
public security than by marrying the daughter of his chief
enemy, the king of the Mareomanni. On this side of
Europe the Barbarians were thus quieted for the present;
but the Goths of the Ukraine, in three marauding expeditions
of unprecedented violence, ravaged the wealthy regions of
Asia Minor, as well as the islands of the JiCgean Archipelago,
and at length, under the guidance of deserters, landed in the
port of the Peireeus, which bears the same maritime relation
to Athens that Leith does to Edinburgh. Advancing from
this point, after sacking Athens and the chief cities of Greece,
they marched on Epirus, and began to threaten Italy. But
the defection at this crisis of a conspicuous chieftain, and the
burden* of their booty, made these wild marauders anxious to
provide for a safe retreat; the Imperial commanders in Moasia
listened eagerly to their offers : and it set the seal to the
public dishonours that, after having traversed so vast a
territory almost without resistance, these ruffians were now
suffered to retire under the very guardianship of those whom
they had visited with military execution.

Such were the terms upon which the Emperor Gallienus
purchased a brief respite from his haughty enemies. For
the moment, however, he did enjoy security. Far otherwise
was the destiny of his unhappy father. Sapor now ruled in
Persia; the throne of Armenia had vainly striven to maintain
its independency against his armies, and the daggers of his
hired assassins. This revolution, which so much enfeebled
the Eoman means of war, exactly in that proportion increased
the necessity for it. War, and that instantly, seemed to
offer the only chance for maintaining the Roman name or
existence in Asia. Carrhte and Nisibis, the two potent
fortresses in Mesopotamia, had fallen; and the Persian arms
were now triumphant on the right bank, not less than on